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Business of design

From artists to designers and entrepreneurs, the founders of Fort Street Studio are
certain of one thing — silk carpets are about human craftsmanship, not machines

TEXT: TERESA CHOW

Regardless of whether Brad Davis and Janis
Provisor are regarded as artists, designers or
entrepreneurs, their profiles as both painters and
the founders of Fort Street Studio — which
specialises in the making of hand-knotted silk
carpets — fit the pigeonholes well. While the
business world is open to all comers, launching your

own business is usually viewed as an easier task for
those born to be a commercial diplomat than for
artists, thanks to the inherent need to compromise
in order to succeed in the world of commerce.
Determined to seek adventure and new life
experiences in China back in 1993, Davis and
Provisor moved from the city of New York to
Hungzhou with their six-year-old son. During that
year, exploring the fascinating yet alien land
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resulted in many discoveries, one of which was the
silk industry. “Towards the end of that year, |
asked Janis if she would like to make a carpet for
our loft in New York... that turned out to be the
beginning of our business,” says Davis.

In creating their own first carpet, the couple
decided to stick to what they were good at —
watercolour painting. “This carpet was for
ourselves, not for business. We were just practising
art. But to be able to produce that very carpet with
the level of quality so that it looked like a
watercolour painting took us almost two-and-a-
half years,” says Provisor,

Since then, they have been involved in the
making of silk carpets, prioritising both the refined
texture of silk and the traditional craftsmanship

involved. “By the time this happened, our lives
changed,” she says. However, according to Davis,
although the technique of silk-making had amazed
them, none of the designs they saw interested
them. “They weren‘t contemporary but traditional,
in that they were of bright colours, hard edges and
mostly of raw design. They were nothing that we

like, but the quality was good.”

Coming from the position as artists, the couple
felt that anything was possible, Provisor says: “In
the beginning, it was very difficult for us. But as
time went on, we found it was interesting as it
created challenges. We as the designers want to
do something that was high design, which crosses
the boundary between function and art, and for
which we can draw upon our world as artists. "

Today, with a manufacturing plant in China
and showrooms in Hong Kong and the US, Fort
Street Studio’s collections have grown in stature
and popularity among both architects and interior
designers. By insisting on following the traditional
method of making carpets by hand, the couple
believes it is the personal meaning a carpet creates
counts the most — rather like the difference
between haute couture and read-to-wear fashion.

“There are certainly computer-weaving
techniques in Europe that could produce water-
colour designs, but there’s always the gap in
producing the natural, hand-made feel,” Davis says.
“There were craftsmen in China who tried to cut
out all the flaws from the hand-made silk carpets to
make them solid and smooth; however, those are
the natural flaws that we want for our carpets.”
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idiosyncratic arid of interlocking shapes puts order into the
subdued, smokey background in the Segment pattern ¢ Janis
Provisor and Brad Davis
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Wrap it up

With infinite designs, colour palettes, textures
and material, wallpaper and floorings can
breathe new life into any interior
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Cole & Son

Thewivienne VWestwoodfarCole &.Son.wallpapers.areall based on
signature desighs:from her. fashion collections, such as thedconic
Squiggle printfrom:the autumn-winter 81/82 Pirate collection, and the
more recent Cut-Out Lace from the spring-summer 07 | am Expensiv
collection. For more information, visit Altfield Interiors at.1102-3, Nine
Queen's Road, Central. Ring 2524 4867 or see www.altfield.com.hk
Vivienne Westwood#: Cole & Son wallpapers & SRag it A4S 4L » 2280
Westwood i 7 A Ol §985 SR AT IF AESAN » (l31981/82 FFh 2 /5 & 75 Y
Squiggle Print + 20074EF 2| am ExpensivAFIAYCut-Out Lace[ﬁi?ﬁ‘i L5 o FF1ET
TR AR IR 2 [ AR08 1102-3 4B Altfield Interiors ~ 1852524 4867 X
www.altfield.com.hk

Versace

Versace's new MTYWBLAOOOOA handmade rugs with Versace's signature Greek fret motif — available in two
sizes, 200cm and 300cm — are exclusive to Hong Kong at Da Vinci Collection. Shop A, 55-57 Wong Nai
Chung Road, Happy Valley. Ring 2882 2239, email hongkong@davinciasia.com or see www.davincihk.com
Versace 2 2T MTYWBLAOOOOQA F R #EEN =AM A IR LA EZE - 5%5200cm B 300cmiiE R~ + Da Vinc
Collection A 1 + SF 15 ol #E KA 20 B 1t & B F3E 55-57FEASS » Fi®E2882 2239 ~ & ¥fhongkong@davinciasia.com3i!
B www.davincihk.com

Steirer Parkett

Steirer Parkett's Impression adds trendy colours to
its range of flooring, with new styles such as Walnut
Silva, Oak Smoked Silva, Oak Silva and Ash Silva. For
more information, visit Room 1102-3, CRE Building,
303 Hennessy Road, Wanchai. Ring 2152 0701,
email info@joyfulsky.com or www . joyfulsky.com
Steirer ParkettfImpressionf & H# B2 « BiEWalnut
Silva ~ Oak Smoked Silva ~ Oak Silva 52 Ash Silva ¢ 7175
AR BT 2R ﬁBOB”*‘#lJ CE 1102-32 Joyful Sky
Ltd ~ 82152 0701 ~ EF info@joyfulsky.comzZ(E|EE
www.joyfulsky.com

Fort Street Studio

Superstar Fort Street Studio’s Twig Light are silk rugs
Superstar’s Kirei Board 1s a wood substitute for furniture, cabinetry, casework and interior design elements. featuring watercolour illustrations of underwater
Made from reclaimed sorghum straw and no-added-formaldehyde adhesive, it is light, durable and plant life and starfish, with close-ups of seed pods
environmentally-friendly. For more information, visit Super Star Co Ltd at Flat A, 20/F, Luk Hop Industrial and twigs, evoking the abstract whimsy of nature
Building, 8 Luk Hop Street, San Po Kong. Ring 2388 9868, email without a specific reference. For more information,
info@superstar-hk.com or see www.superstar-hk.com = visit Fort Street Studio at Suite 305, 3/F Westlands
SuperstarfJKirei Board @AM LA S @EEFSR - Centre, 20 Westlands Road, Quarry Bay. Ring 2889

AR BERERRKE - ?Jr;,:illiijl}xtfjﬁﬁ“%
RETEASHENAY » BEE& - WA -
BR - HEAUABRNERASESRS e LIE
KE2042A% Super Star Co Ltd ~ #1%,2388
9868 ~ HEinfo@superstar-hk.com 33
www.superstar-hk.com

5150 or email info-hk@fortstreetstudio.com

Fort Street Studiof Twig Light 4% B ith 3 38 4 — 1§ 655
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13342305Z Fort Street Studio ~ ¥ 82889 51502, & &f

info-hk@fortstreetstudio.com
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