INHABITANTS JANIS PROVISOR, 66; BRAD DAVIS, 70 0CCUPATIONS OWNERS, FORT STREET STUDIO, MAKER OF SILK CARPETS LOCATION TRIBECA,
.NEN YORK CITY THE HOME TWO-BEDROOM LOFT APARTMENT + | love the fact that we have what feels like a loft in front and an apartment
in the back. The front is the living room, and there is an area that is a TV room, an office space, kitchen and dining room. The

Covetin g back has two bathrooms and two bedrooms, and it is darker. There's a mix of materials, colors and textures. We never work with

designers; we like the hunt. We are collecting '60s German pottery, and so we have a lot of that around. Brad and | have
eAsrtg?:]é Th F[‘ie n d ’S beeh vagabonds, from Aspen to Asia, to New York off and on. We tend to move after five years. We get itchy, but we aren’t
chain of y feeling that way now."”

House

admiration

A group of editors recently got into one of those high-minded discus-
sions that often happen here at The New York Times Magazine. It went
roughly like this: “If you could kick a friend out of his home and take it
for your own, who would it be?”’ I blurted my answer immediately. Pack
your bags, Adam Rapoport. Please apologize to your family for me.
Also, I'll need you to leave the Knoll credenza behind. And that indus-
trial cabinet with the marble top that’s in your kitchen. And your son’s
antique wall map. ...

Maybe it’s bad form to talk so blatantly about coveting a friend’s
home, but there it was. What occurred to us next, though, was that it
might be interesting to keep the chain going. What if we called Adam
Rapoport and asked him whose place he coveted, and why. And so on.

The result, spread out over the following pages, is a testament not
just to the excellent taste and enviable means of the participants, but
also to some other truth: that no matter how lovely and exquisitely dec-
orated your home, there’s always something else out there that elicits a
longing, not just for someone else’s things, but for the experience that
lives in and around those things, the life that created the place.

It's the kind of longing that, in the wrong proportions, is possibly a
little bad for the soul, yes. But envy processed the right way can also
serve as a kind of revelation. If I can’t forcibly remove my friend from
his home, maybe I can create something of the same feeling in mine.
For that, what I need most is the inspiration, not the place or the things.
Except the credenza. I'd really like that credenza. 3J0EL LOVELL
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