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On The Floor

There’s a knack to picking the right rugs for your home. Here,
three rug experts weigh in on everything from measurements and materials to colour
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BY TAMSIN BRADSHAW

Choosing the right rugs can be one of the most challenging HESE& EMIBRE R FRE R HNHETS
aspects of home decoration. An area rug can act as a space divider, EEBNENER - ©READIR=R -

a piece of floor-bound art or as a way of grounding your furniture. a7 EhEE il XEEAFE
If you get it right, it will add depth and beauty to your room. Get HIE®R < EEEERSERINFREMN

it wrong, however, and it will drag down the whole space. TR A W —ERESFIOMAM -
There are so many things to consider: size, pile, durability, ZERAZEERT TH WAE:

colour, pattern, texture, cost, dye, practicality, and whether it's the &% B4 E& E& 5 BRE:
focal point of the room or just a way to add cosiness to a space. We 2L {FERMEH B2 ETMR -
talk to the experts about their top tips and no-nos. UTHEUERBREMETIIAR -
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FORT STREET STUDIO

BRAD DAVIS & JANIS PROVISOR
FOUNDERS AND CREATIVE DIRECTORS

Janis and Brad are partners in life and in business.
The husband and wife team founded Fort Street
Studio in 1996 after a visit to Hangzhou inspired
them to make beautiful, hand-knotted wild silk
carpets. The pair started their careers as artists,
and now they use their talents to create rugs that
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are like artworks in themselves. Janis and Brad have
just opened a new showroom in One Island South,
and they recently launched a collection of carpets in
wool, and silk and wool.

fortstreetstudio.com
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The Strato rug in black
and white

02

The limited edition
Glimmering Twilight rug
was woven with gold

03

This round rug from Fort
Street Studio helps divide
the room in a different way
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Rugs and carpets have a long history — in fact, says Brad
Davis, “they were the first form of interior decoration. Nomadic
people who were herders developed a way to make flooring for
their tents. In the beginning, it was a way to soften space, and to
add colour and pattern.”

Brad also explains the distinction between carpets and rugs:
“On one level, carpet is something that people have talked about
as being machine-made, it’s broad-scale,” and designed to run
wall to wall. “Traditionally, rugs are handmade. But when a rug
becomes room-sized, we see it as a carpet,” he says. “A larger

“IN THE BEGINNING, IT WAS
A WAY TO SOFTEN SPACE”
— BRAD

sized carpet is something that gives a room character, a feeling
of warmth. Theyre useful in creating a space within a space, or
defining a space. But a little area rug may not function that way.
It’s an addendum.”
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When choosing a rug or carpet, Brad advises first thinking
about the kind of space you want to create. “What’s the feeling?
Is it going to be slick? Hard? Soft? Romantic? If you want a living
room to feel cosy, push the carpet size out,” says Brad. “If you want
it to feel more spare, just have the front legs [of a sofa or chair] on
the carpet and have the back legs floating free.”

If it’s a simple, clean look youre after, however, he suggests
going “for a solid colour.” You also need to think about whether
you want to make your carpet the centre of attention and pare
back your furniture, or whether your furniture will be the focus
and the carpet will be the backdrop.
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ROLL OUT THE CARPET RARIK
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SEEING RED
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The Walton carpet in
melon

02

Ringin red
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It is also important to think about how you're going to use
a room, and “how you're going to traverse it,” says Brad. “If you
have one area that you walk across two times a day and another
you walk across 20 times a day, you're going to see uneven wear
and tear, and you won’t be happy.”

Material is important in this respect: for high traffic areas
such as entrance areas, “you want a low-pile wool carpet, or even
sisal,” says Brad. “They wear better, and the lower the pile, the
easier it is to clean.” He also recommends lower pile carpets in
dining rooms and home offices. “We make our dining room car-
pets one-sixteenth of an inch shorter, because people drag their
chairs back and forth.”

Size is a particularly important consideration in dining
areas. “You have to think about walking around the table. If you're
serving people who are sitting at the table, it’s really odd for you
to have one foot on the carpet and one foot off,” says Brad. “You
should also think about how big to make a carpet so that you can
pull a chair out and not fall off it. You then have to think about
the size of the room.”
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