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Ovwverlooking the
spectacular coastline
of Maui, where
they first met, a
couple build their
dream retreat,
courtesy of Walker
Warner Architects
and interior designer
Matthew Leverone

BY PILAR VILADAS
PHOTOGRAPHY BY MATTHEW MILLMAM
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he 5an Francisco-based firm Walker Warner Architects is well-known for creating
elegantly spare residences that are thoroughly and th oughtfully imtegrated into their
seitings. “Muoch of what we do is what 1 call contexiual architeciare,” says cobounder
Greg Warner. "1t has a lot to do with the natural surroundings.”

The company’s respectiul approach, incleding an emphasis on environmental
rq‘--:]'lnns.ihi]i ty. has made it a favnrite among clienis looking to buidd houses in Hawil, where,
Warner estimales, they h.'ul.:,--.;nn'.[ﬂ:;n_d asound W) projoecs. A striki ng recent exa mp{-u,- 53
rigse l.‘|l.11g;'|l.'l.‘| bos a-;.i.:-u['lh.' on ?'-!.Jl.ll.[.'ll.'h'hl.'d O & ApeClad ualar aceaniront sie -JJ-:.II"IE tha
sl aruls wesbern coast. The owners, now emply nesbers, furst met on Maui, and they wanbed o
build a getaway in a place rich with personal meaning. In addstion to hiring Walker Warner,
they enlisted interior designer Mattheow Leverone and landscape designer Ron Lutsko Jr.
{haoth based in San Francisoo as well) to round owt the collaborative design beam.

From the entry gate at thie front of the praperty, the hause ApPears bo ] xingln,- story
modernist structure composed of glass, steel, and warm-toned concrete. But a8 you approach—walking along a reclaimed -teak
path shaded by a perforated brass canopy that casts pinel-like shadows—the home's scale and sweeping views gradually unfold.

The heart of the house is a large, open space containing the kitchen and the iving and dining areas, which are separated from
the entrance gallery by a wall of lowvers that can be opened to maximize light and views or closed for shade and privacy. Off

to the sides are the primary suite and the hushands offce. all of which are wrapped in flocr-to-ceiling glass for unimpeded vistas, -

Thi danlikee space that sorves a5 the wile's office is outfittod with
wraparcsund banguatles Sovised by Lovorond, & pair of Kaspar
Hamachar tables, and a vintage Pierre Jeannerst caned Iounga
chair; the rug at left is by FJ Hakimian, and the ona at right is a
custom cosign by Lovirono, Opposite: A painting by Callum Innas
hangs at tha end of tha entrancs gallery, which faalurgs a Cyprass
cailineg arvd wall of louvers than can be opened and closed; the
banch ks by Hamachar, the rug is by Fort Streot Studia, and a
vintage Willy Guhl concrete Loop chalr stands on the termace.
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Bocause the PrOpErty .;lrnp.t off as it .t]ﬂiurs toward the beach,
the architects were able 1o tuck an entire bovwer tloor bencath the

main level The downstairs containg two guest bedrooms, a famdly

ooy, and a dien that doubles s an office for the wife, Outside, an
expansive terrace and swimming poal overlook the ocean.
l:".;iﬁ-i.n:_i the entiire siructune is a E-;-rl.1|.1_.' :|-r|1;li ng rood, with a
deep overhang that Warner likens to a visor, shading the homes
west side from direct sunlight and reducing heat gain. To help
with cooling, the architects designed the house—which is LEED
Silver certified—to maximize cross-ventilation and natural
]i,ghl. I‘Ii.!]'l.ll'IE thi E,].!:-'.- doors and windows as tall as Pmn:-lhh.'.
Visually, the dark-metal-framed windows contrast with the sofi
colors of the concrete and weathered cypress used throughout.
Both materials were chiosen for their durability, given the
corrosive salty air a8 was the reclaimed teak that was selected
for floars and decles, ereating a “usion” between bexbares inslde

and out, says Warner, who grew up on the Big lsland.
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A Dywiligil s Troen Dha pool
chack, Laft: In Ehea Pushandd s oifice,
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T'he grounds, landscape designer
Ron [utsko Jr. notes, go from “being
quict and introspectve 1n the front to
opening up to the dramatic view”




And texture, Leverone explains, is “super important” in the home's interiors. Meutral-toned upholsteries—alpaca boudé,

linen—and handwoven pillow fabrics help create a richly understated backdrop. "The clients didn’t want anything to take away
from the -:n.'l:ling. =0 the house is not overfurnished,” Leverone savs. “A sense of cr.11'|:-;.n'|.'m-l.hi[- wWAS i:':':p-c'r:r.':nr.' There are vintage
pieces like the concrete chairs by Willy Guhl on the entry terrace and the elegantly angular Picrre Jeanneret chair in the den
The husband's office is anchored by a new production of Viadimir Kagans 1970 Wing desk. Complementing these modern classics
are contemporary picces by Kaspar Hamacher, Eric Schmitt, Yabu Pushelberg, and James Perse, among others.,

The cwmners also collect art, and Leverone and Il'u'--.'n:lph.' worked dosely with ant consultant Tom O Connor, They went b fairs
such as Art Basel in Miumi Beach, Fricze, and TEFAF, -.l-.'l.|l.=i=i='||..', wirka like the lushly texturd p.l-ll'-lir'lg.'h:- Yo ng Il Ak that h-il'#"\- i
the livimg anea, the large Callum Innes painiing in the entry, and the color ebchings by Anish Kapoor in a guest bath,

When il came 1o the grounds, Lutsko says his aim was to “elevate the gqualitics of the existing landscape but not imitate
them,” explaining, *I don't believe in mimicking nature” The walls of stacked lava strips that define the front courtyard and the sides
of the property are “how we acknowledge the place,” he explains, Native taros, with their large leaves, are placed around the
hawuse, while kiagwe trecs nrigim]l',.' trom Colombia but now bound “all over Hawaii. Lutsko says—werne p|.'|J'|I:|_-|_‘|. Crutside a
lower-fleor bedroom, four heliotrope trees will grow (o shade the courtyard in which they're planted. The grounds, Luiske notes,
go from “being quict and introspective in the front o opening up 1o the dramatic view™ in back. I's a pretty decent summation
of this serene sanctuary, which adds up to an wtterly harmonic whole. D

The matcrials used on the homa's sxtarior—cypross, teak,
concrete—wers chosen for thair durability in the salty
ocoan air. Opposite: Anish Kapoor etchings Srpathing Bl 1

and Sreathing Bive 4 add a splash of color above an
Andrianna

Shamaris bench in a guest bath, whare the Boffi

tub owerlooks a courtyard: Lindsey Adelman Studo
pendants. hang abowe the Calacatta Delicako marbic vanity
craated by Cooritalia, the sink and tub fittings

a0 by Watormark Designs, and the rug is by Masini Carpots.
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