B e e e . e
PN P A ——

Lk

d'i "**"%\’V\MWWV\WNw‘Mﬂﬁhfa.m,ﬁﬁhthhp,r\f L
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA ANV . - GORGGGRRG

m_.*m;mm




HIGH IMPAC

INTERES



W DEC + JAM 2021



INTERES T



!

The convenlional trajectory goes something like this:
Move to the city. find on opartmen, buid o carser make @ name for
yourself, find o Bigger and nicer opariment, poriner up, have some Kids [if
that's en the agendal. mave o a stalely home on Long Band, renovale
it. and ive out the rest of one's ffe in gladed tranguiity—clote enough o
Manhattan thal you're still umbilicoly connecled to the place where il all
got starfed. bat far encugh away that engoging with the city's hustie and
Bantle i abvays oplional, al your discretion.

Sometimes. though. there's a twist ending. For one marmed couple with
grown chidren, e in ther Long Bland home—modeled after a Fremch
chaleouw, about as stately as they come—no longer provided the Bl thot it
once had, And so they decided foneverse the frajeciony and move back info
tre iy, this fime Qs emphe-nesbers who would be able fo take advanioge of
all 1hal Manhatban has 1o olfer ina moee unencumbered irame of mind.

“This wos a mal departure from the way the clents hod been living
previcusly.” soys Rendell Femondez the designer the couple asked fo
help them with their urban repatiation. “But the ideo of having o madem
apartmen! wat realy enlicing for them. Ther kids were leaving fhe nest,
they were maving fo Manhatan—it wes a real e change. They wanted a
sophisticoted apariment that would mork this new ocullock. And ulfimately
they found ocne—or the sthel of one. o lemi—along thol long wide
boulevard that for so many & the essence of Manhation elegonce. purely
diglibec: Park Averwe,

As Shudio Director af Pembrooke & ves, fhe New York—based design firm
that has bean crofting ukutdous yet Ikable spaces for an internafional roster
of chants for more than three decodes now. Fernandez was more Than up
for Fhe hask of giving the chents whal they wanbed—sleek sophihcalion—
wilheaul asking fhem fo give up whal they hod become accustamed o in
their previows home: openneds and arineis. The key, he says, wa to balance
modemity with wamith

With his fellow designer Andrew Sheinman, Pembsracke & e’ founder,
Fermnandez sel aboul creafing the apartment thal [l fhe cienb” ditined,
highly persanalized vision of a new lile in Hew York. They had ther work cul
out for them. The residence, ke so many grand apariments of ifs prewar
era, was formal down toits bones: arelic of o fime when cocls and servanis
fraquently bead with families, but were hypically sequestared insmall rocms ot
arnemove from the family™s living, dining and sleeping areas. The apartment
his clients had purchaed conlained servanbt’ quoriers as well o @ tenvice
kitchen, bolh of which desperately needed “to be rolled inbo a moadem
Eving spoce fo meet today's needs.” Fernandez says.
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For these clients, at least, “teday’s needs”
incheded the one fof an apen, inviling, egonomic kifehen—
inchading bar sealing. from Mater and a breakfasi orea—
where guests would feel comforfable congregating. But o
struchural column that hod once helped o demarcate the
servant’s reoms was quite ilerally slanding in the way of the
desred efect. inslead of fighling e colsmn Fermander
and Sheinmaon decided lo welcome it inlo the plan by
sheathing it in the some semi-fronslucent white Coran they
had userd for the counterteps. fuming what had once bean
an annaying obslocke into o design slement, = Some fimes.”
Fernandez says. “you just have to iy 1o overpower These
anomadies by infegrating them into a larger sybern where
wou can achually make bess of them, visually speaking.”

Esewhera, this some cooperalive spiit prevailed as the
designens Tound weays to work with, ralher than agairsl, the
milafions posed by the apaiment’s inferior archileciune.
Thee clients had wanled wine refrigeraton buil inle the dining
room wals, but the depth of the oppllonce wouldn't allow
for it. 5o a wine refrigerator “klond™ was built instead, and
it now sits opposite the dining configuration—hwin wooden
fabies rom Egg Colleclive Banked by a cuthom banguetie
an one side and a sexbel of Jorge Iakzupin armebains on the
ather, pius a photograph by James Casebere—commanding
respeciful attention of s own as o discrete design element
|mad o mention a vary usehd buffet).

In the Eving room. Fernande: and Sheinman dropped the ceiingi—replacing the ar condifioning
wyitems once contained within ther bearms with a ductless, console-based syitem that can be mone or less
hidden benaath windows—io ochieve wihaot Fernondez describes os “realy cleon plones.” Below tham.
cusiom pleces. vinloge bems. and designar-crafted fumihings combine fo foster o decidedly postowar
afmesphing of calm, ungretenlicus ey ameng them. a carpel from Fort Sl Studic: a Pembreoke &
ket seclional: o par of bronze Puddie cockiail lables fram Stelan Behop: and a 19408 Murano Boor lamp
fram veninl The bright mebal of those fables it loreshadowed in the eniry’s Niamh Bary chandeber, which
angs cbove a mirored ol plece by Mick Mauss.

Almost all of the pulls, knobs, and handles in the apartment ore custon: a special reat made possible by
a callabonalion batween Pembrooks & et and Hamilton Sinkler B maker of fne architec unal Rardswang.
“They came lo uw and offered ut the chance 1o do iL” Fernande? say. Crealing a lamily ol hordwane
pleces that were ol connected materally and visvally became “a way to really unity the project.”

Enlire cesthelics. of coune. are buill on the finies! of delails. And for o couple who dreamed of relurning
o sephilicaled city ife after decades spent of o geographical and cultural remove. those delals make all
the dillerence. Ther new home i seek moedemily gralted onlo prewar genlily: whene Cole Porter would
wand fo ive il he were alive today, penning new standards in the age of Spalify. In Rendell Fernander’s
soft-spoken summation: °1 think that it all came together” m Pembrogke & ves. pembrockeandives.com
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