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A closer look at craftsmanship
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CREATIVITY

FORT STREET STUDIO

BY TAMSIN BRADSHAW

While Brad Davis and Janis Provisor are
all for technology, they also appreciate the value
of mistakes. "Technology only functions when it's
uniform,” says Brad, who founded hand-knotted
carpet company Fort Street Studio with Janis
Provisor in 1996. “Creativity functions on blind
alleys and mistakes and things you never would
have thought about - if you're open to it.”

He should know: both Brad and his partner
in business and life, Janis, are artists who fell into
carpet making by chance after visiting China.
"We came in at a point when the Chinese carpet
industry was on the verge of failure,” says Janis.
“China’s carpet makers were dedicated to that
machine feel. Butit's all those hand-feel qualities
that make carpets so special,” Brad adds.

Janis and Brad decided to “put the hand
back in handmade,” so they rallied the weavers
and dyers of Jiangsu province to create carpets
that conveyed the delicate beauty of watercolour
paintings, learning about the possibilities and
limitations of silk weaving as they went,

Most silk comes from silkworms that eat
mulberry leaves, but wild silk from Jiangsu
— known as Dandong silk = comes from the
cocoons of silkworms that eat the leaves of oak
trees. As a result, the extracted yarns take on
a yellow tinge. “It's therefore a big challenge
to get certain colours, like greys, certain cool
beiges - and blues, which turn green,” says
Janis. She and Brad work with one producer
who painstakingly sifts through hundreds of
cocoons to find ones that are lighter than the
others in order to create a super-white thread
for Fort Street Studio’s carpets. Like the dyeing
process, weaving requires skill and meticulous
care as it's all done by hand.

The stunning new creations will be ready
for the world to see in autumn this year. “We're
working with fine yarns; we're mixing techniques
in one carpet,” says Brad. "We're doing things
that have never been done before.” This, no
doubt, is where the joy of craftsmanship lies -
and it's what gives Fort Street Studio’s carpets
their soul.
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