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Janis Provisor and
Brad Davis in their New

On the Floor

| They say a change

is as good as a
rest. A sabbatical
in China offered
New York artists
and Fort Street
Studio founders
Janis Provisor and
Brad Davis just
that, reports
HELEN WYBREW-
BOND

RUGS WE LOVE

The economic dip of the early
19905 led Janis Provisor and
Brad Davis away from the New
York art scene to China, It was,
says Provisor, "a huge life
change, We went for an
adventure and something grew
out of it that neither of us
could have imagined.” They left
the US with 11 suitcases and
their young son. After six
months they decided to stay.
“We were the only artists doing
this, living in Hong Kong, no
expatriate package, but we
were 50 excited about the
paossibility of making things.”
They were trying to make a
rug for themselves, and they
knew exactly what they wanted.
“We wanted something that

looked soft and watery. We were
clear that we weren't making
art; we wanted to make
something that worked with
interior design, We didn't want a
traditional carpet and the
madern designs at the time
were rather graphic.”

The advantage was that they
were living in a part of China
where the silk industry was
located, although there were
significant obstacles to starting
a business, particularly
designing custom hand-knotted
silk carpets (not least because
of the 70 factories that had
ance woven silk carpets, only a
couple were still in operation).
"It was a huge challenge trying
to figure out something that
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would work,” says Provisor, “and
to find a way to communicate
what we needed.”

It took the pair two and a half
years to produce a finished
product, Approximately 75% of
Fort Street Studio rugs are
bespake in sizing and colour,
They take 22 to 28 weeks from
initial sketches to shipping, so
they need to be considered early
in any interior project. The duo
do all the creative work and
oversee the weaving in China,

50 what happened to the
suitcases and the sabbatical?
"We watched the country
change before our eyes, and we
came back nine years later with
a 40ft container” Oh, and with a
unigue business too.
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Favorite object in
your home?

«ces from Austrian
et Josef Hoffmann

Most practical?
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candles: and hrnr.lze

bird candleholders
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Home, real or fictional,

where you would most

like to live?

Ihe home of artist Michele

Oka Doner She 1o o0

Go-to hostess gift?
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